
 
There is a shortage of organs available. Offering a 

financial incentive will increase the number  

available and potentially save more lives 

Altruistic donation is an expression of a genuine 

desire to help. This is a virtue that is not often  

witnessed in the 21st C and it should be  

celebrated.  

In a free, democratic society I should be allowed to 

do as I wish with my body. It’s my body; my choice. 

The state should not dictate what I can or cannot 

do. 

How can we be sure that, once sold, the decision 

will not be regretted? The financial incentive  

becomes the deciding factor. 

It could be exploitative—those who are in  

desperate need of money could accept less than 

their true worth for their organs. 

Where do we draw the line? If it’s ok to sell my 

 kidneys, is it ok sell  my right arm if I’m offered a 

good price? 

It goes against human dignity—the body is not a 

commodity to be bought and sold like a pair of 

shoes. The human body is intrinsically valuable. 

A financial incentive may lead to  variable quality 

of organs being available: the healthiest organs 

being the most expensive. 

Selling Organs? 

If I want to sell a part of my body, should I be allowed to do so? Indeed, if a member of my  

family is in desperate need of, say, a kidney should I be allowed to go any buy her one? Afterall, 

if she needs a new pair of shoes I can just pop out and get them for her. Is there a fundamental 

difference? 

The sale of organs, blood, gametes (eggs/sperm) or other bodily parts is currently illegal in the 

UK. But why? The donation of any of these is perfectly legal. 

So what is the difference in ethical terms between the sale of organs and the donation of them? 

Have a look at these common arguments (file available to print below) and decide which, if any, 

you agree with most: 

Tasks: 

 Identify any arguments that might tie in with any philosophical approaches you may have studied? 

(Utilitarianism, Kant, Natural Law, Virtue Ethics etc) 

 Explain which argument you find least convincing / most problematic. 

 Explain which argument you find most convincing / least problematic. 


